Primary Assessment
and Target Tracker
Information for Parents and Guardians
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What’s new?
• The Government have said they would like all schools to develop
their own systems to assess the learning of their children against
national expectations.
• Schools should be able to tell you where your child is working in
relation to the expectation for their age and what your child needs
to learn next to make progress.
• The school your child attends has chosen to use Target Tracker to
help them record, analyse and report where children are in their
learning.
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How schools use Target Tracker
• Using the content of the curriculum the teacher carries out a
range of assessment activities within the class. This is known as
‘formative assessment’, it helps the teacher know what the child
can do well and what they need to practise.
• The teacher marks this against statements, also known as
learning objectives, for your child saying if they are ‘working
towards’, ‘secure’ or ‘mastered’.
• This informs the less frequent ‘summative assessment’ from
which an indication of your child’s attainment in relation to the
expectation for their age can be seen.
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Formative assessment
• ‘Working towards’ is used when children are first
experiencing a skill or concept. They might not be
very confident and need support to apply it.
• ‘Achieved’ is used when children are confident and
are able to apply the skill or concept on their own
in similar activities.
• ‘Mastered’ is used when children have a really
good understanding of a skill or concept. They can
remember it even weeks after it was last taught
and are able to use it in different subjects and
situations.

Having carried out this ‘formative assessment’ the
teacher can easily see any gaps in learning your
child may have.
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Summative assessment
Each year group uses the National Curriculum to guide
them as to what a child should be able to do by the end of
each year.
Schools make a judgement about whether a child is
working at age expectation.
‘Below’ means that the child is not working at the
expected standard for their age and needs some support
to achieve this.

‘Working within’ means that the child is working at the
expected standard for their age.
‘Above’ means that the child is working at a standard
higher than would usually be expected for their age.
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What will the assessments look like?
•

•

If the teacher is using the software to record your child’s progress against the statements, they will be able
to give you precise information about what your child can do as well as what they have identified as their
next areas of learning.
They may discuss this with you in a parent consultation and could also produce a report that shows this.
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Thank you
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